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The Original English Text
How to erase a man

(for Liu Xiaobo)/ Salil Tripathi

They were warned that if they buried him deep
he would return in spring as a flower because he
was a seed.

And they were worried that if they placed his
ashes in an urn and attached it to a rocket and
fired it in the sky and programmed the rocket to
release the urn which would scatter the ashes in
space, then each particle of his ashes would
become a star and the stars would glow
and parents would name their sons after those
stars.

So they lowered the urn into an ocean, hoping
that fish would swallow the ashes and the ashes
would disappear and no longer flow.

But they had no idea that the ashes would
dissolve in the water and in time the water
from beneath would rise to the surface and
evaporate and reach the skies and seed the clouds
and rain on the vast land, this good earth...

And a hundred flowers will bloom

And sway to the lilt of the flute -

It was not quite what they had planned
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